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the aforementioned documents, which are listed on the 
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accompanying Form PTO/SB/08 (submitted in duplicate) , are 
being submitted herewith because these documents were 
previously cited by or submitted to the U.S. Patent and 
Trademark Office in one or more earlier applications from 
which the above- identified application relies upon for an 
earlier effective filing date under 35 U.S. C. § 120 
(e.g., U.S. Application No. 09/277,703, filed on March 
26, 1999, now U.S. Patent No. 6,498,895; U.S. Application 
No. 10/393,489, filed on March 19, 2003, now U.S. Patent 
No. 6,850,693; U.S. Application No. 08/198,538, filed on 
February 18, 1994, now U.S. Patent No. 5,479,268; and 
U.S. Application No. 08/480,205, filed on June 7, 1995, 
now U.S. Patent No. 5,949,954). 

It is respectfully requested that these 
documents be (1) fully considered by the Patent and 
Trademark Office during the examination of this 
application; and (2) printed on any patent which may 
issue on this application. Applicants request that a 
copy of Form PTO/SB/08, as considered and initialed by 
the Examiner, be returned with the next communication. 

This Statement is submitted more than three 
months from the application filing date but before the 
mailing date of the first Office Action on the merits. 

In accordance with 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(b) (3), 
submission of this Statement requires no fee. However, 
if for any reason a fee is due, the Director is hereby 
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authorized to charge payment of any fees required in 



connection with this Information Disclosure Statement to 



Deposit Account No. 06-1075 , Order No. 004031-0004 . A 



duplicate copy of this letter is transmitted herewith. 



Consideration of the foregoing in relation to 



this patent application is respectfully requested. 



Respectfully submitted, 



Evelyn C. Mak 
Registration No. 50,492 
Attorney for Applicants 

FISH & NEAVE IP GROUP 
ROPES 6c GRAY LLP 
Customer No. 14 73 
1251 Avenue of the Americas 
New York, New York 10020-1105 
(212) 596-9000 



I hereoy certify that this 
Correspondence is being 
deposited L -uh tt»e U.S. 
Posiai Service as First 
Class Mail m an envelope 
Addressed to: 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 on 
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